TIPS FOR A FUN FAMILY GAME ROOM

Want a game room the whole family can enjoy?  Here are three tips for form, function, and fun!

1. The best way to have a game room work for the whole family is to include the whole family; ask your kids what they like to play the best, then everyone gets a say - including you. Each family member gets to take turns choosing the game of choice, so everyone takes part in the fun of discovering new ways to play.  You may be surprised how much you like Video Dance Off, and your teenager may be shocked to find out how great Boggle can be.

2. A great game room has multiple areas: a board game area, a video game console, and a physical play area. The board game area needs comfortable seating around a desk-height table with good overhead lighting. It also needs a storage spot for all the board games and playing cards plus extra score pads and pens.  A great tip for the perfect seating; invest in one comfy club chair per family member, then add casters to the chair bases. That way the chairs can easily move around the room from one gaming area to another.

The video game console is now a staple in most homes, but you may want to invest in a Wii game system. It involves the players physically, getting your kids off their duffs and in the action. The Wii bowling is a perfect choice for hours of family fun - not to mention a good arm workout!  

The physical play area needs space, whether your family likes to play pinball, pool, or fooz ball. If your game room is small, a good alternative for this space is darts (if your children are older) or Nerf hoops. 

3. There's no rule to room colors when creating your game space, but give deep, rich tones a try. Navy, cinnamon, or charcoal walls can make your room feel like a cozy gaming den that your kids will never want to leave. But use enamel paint that's easy to clean - just in case there are a few stray chalk marks from the pool cues!



